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The family Cannaceae consisting of a single genus Canna is considered to be indigenous 
in Central and South America and the West Indies, and widely naturalized in tropical and 
subtropical regions of the world. Canna indica L. and a yellow flower variety are natur a li z ed 
in the Ryukyu Islands, Japan. In the course of my taxonomical work of Cannaceae, the 
variation and distribution of these taxa now existing in the Yaeyama Islands of the Ryukyu 
Islands were investigated. The yellow flower variety of C. indica L. was previously attributed 
to Canna indica L. var .flava Roxb. However, this name does not exist in “Flora indica I. 
(Roxburgh 1820)" indicated by Nakai (1941) as the original description. The correct name 
for the yellow flower variety is Canna indica L. var. flava (Rose.) J. G. Baker based on C. 
orientalis var. flava Rose. 
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Canna indica L. including its yellow variety in Yaeyama Islands, 
the Ryukyus, Japan. 
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Fig. 2. Variation of the flower of Canna indica L. (A, B, E and F) and the yellow variety (C and D). Locali¬ 
ties; A: Is. Iriomote. B: Is. Yonaguni. C: Is. Yonaguni. D: Is. Iriomote. E: Africa (Grown by seed from R. 
B. G. Kew). F: Is. Ishigaki. 


168 


»W35itis if73ii #>3# 


¥$ 10^611 


h. (1), (2)<Dtt(D-k § $ 4.5 - 6.5 

cm X"h & tf 5 ', (3)60 * d' 7.0 

cm RdcM'C, )ft60)f^^(± Roscoe (1826) 7) 
Canna speciosa Roscoe (Ob 7 7. h l/ w y 3 > 
\Z^tzb%(OXhb. 

d’ 7 RTF v70y>7 ft-C'1,/2 i t **ab&. 

(ifffHH PJI *9 /) 3 '& b if, Z fi & if y 
Y9<r>®.mb&i* LX is < . 

XritX'y R7 

glffl %■-fe 7 * - 12 fi (t h %} 6 

^F4<£>ic*tliSKi3V'-c& K"7 R7 

<, mm<D 

&i±yyv?ti±w&Km*), Hfe-fe-e 
feOgEMi* < , V 7 R K <h (i^LTliSiJ 
•cl*. (Kills bi><ot L * 
V' & K"'/ F7 t o tz 

■hL ^n\mwA\nYfm^izLx\'h. l 
ipL, 7ti±lt-fe<7)^0 

(Fig. 2-C)fc, (Fig. 2-D) 7) 3 '®)g| 

$*i£. ££, 

&<, Flora of British India (1892) KfifEfc 
tfhbif, 

4 , S^^{±4 1 Sffi%i6 (1981) iz 

tiMfffob. 

7 7 K7)5t/^f > K7<7)^^ 

Canna orientalis Roscoe (1828) fi, 7 -f 7° 
h R-v a 7^fj,-t-t'l2Baker 
(1 892) #' “C. indica Linn, var. C. 
ORIENTALIS, Rose.” t ifaM L tz l d IZ, 
bMzfy ViKD-mmKMXbtit^vt 
Mfchfib. |f#iii^3£, rtf/fc, filTy 

7, T 7 V iJ 'ffX'tJF-^k $ tl/2 Canna indica L. 

fc&igL-CfK'tV'*#, t*(Difoi$.CD t> <D 
iloi7 & AS. 111 It 7" 7 K 

i? f2 jo $ J o tz. C. coccinea Mill., 

C. speciosa Sims, C. speciosa Roscoe, C. 
bidentata Bertol. t 2 ) L7d|icJ^;$ 3 F>fiA7(;'lR 
& <7) "C fi & \ , Canna indica L. R Fd H <R H, 
& 

—)A X^tV'y RK liNakai (1941) 

Canna indica L. var. /Java Roxb. R 6' R ^ d 3 ' 

&X btlX %tz. tZbffZtl<Dl$MMLZ 
fib Roxburgh 60 Flora indica Vol. I. (1820) dr 
bZb, Canna indica L. t2ilf^R(7)l§-:® 


7) ? &£iRi;ov>Ti±?t;H2|B)£ (-^<7)^7 

RARd-AR *-<*>£# 

b Canna indica L. var. flava Roxb. b V' 

£j&*PJofc. fot, 

20/7 R7 

ffeli Roscoe (1826) 60 C. orientalis var. flava 
Roscoe X$b b. dr 69 fit Baker (1892) fi Flora 
of British India <D^X , “C. indica Linn. var. 
FLAVA Rose. Scit. Pl. t. 13” <R#V>T, C. 
orientalis Rose. var. flava Rose. Monandr. PI. 
Scit. t. 13. $: C. indica lZ%0> L tz. t*£o T, £ 
CO 'f y Y y Canna in¬ 

dica L. war. flava (Roscoe) J.G. Baker t ^ 
9 HoV'Tii, ]|y® L/i £ 9 ^ 

co m a *^% #js 

LT3S#l/^;vni:K r a6Ti5<. 

USaLfc. 

1*1 

t. 

Canna indica L. Spec. PI. 1 (1753); Bot Mag. 
t. 454 (1799); Aiton, Hort. Kew. (ed. 2) 1: 1 
(1810); Bot. Reg. t. 776 (1823); Roscoe, 
Monandr. pl. Scitam. t. 1 (1825); Bouche in 
Linnaea 8: 155 (1833); Petersen in Mart., FI. 
Bras. 3(3): 67 (1890); Kranzlin in Engler, 
Pflanzenreich 56 (IV. 47): 59 (1912); Woodson 
in Ann. Missouri Bot. Gard. 32: 74 (1945); P. J. 
Maas, Flora of Ecuador no. 32: 223 (1988). 

C. speciosa Herb, ex Sims, in Bot. Mag. t. 
2317 (1822). 

C. coccinea Mill., Gard. Diet. ed. 8. n.:3 
(1768). 

C. orientalis Roscoe, Monandr. pl. Scitam. t. 
12 (1826). 

C. speciosa Roscoe, Monandr. pl. Scitam. t. 
17 (1826). 

C. bidentata Bertol., Mem. Acc. Sc. Bolog.: 
33 (1859). 

Chromosome number: 2n=18 
Yaeyama Islands—Ishigaki: Tonogusuku, N. 
Tanaka s.n. (MAK); Yonehara, I. Sasaki s.n. (KYO) 
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—Iriomote: Komi, N. Tanaka 1138 (MAK); between 
Komi and Oohara, G. Murata & H. Tabata 717 
(KYO); Komi and Oohara, Unknown collector (TNS); 
Funaura, N. Tanaka 1145 (auct. herb.); Sonai, T. 
Yamazaki 2326 (TI); Shirahama, T. Yamashita s.n. 
(KYO)—Taketomi: Nishishyuraku, N. Tanaka 1152 
(MAK)—Yonaguni: Kubura, N. Tanaka s.n. (MAK); 
Kataburuhama, Hikawa, N. Tanaka (MAK). 

var. flava (Roscoe) J. G. Baker in Hooker, J. 
D. (ed.), FI. Brit. Ind. 4: 261. (1892). Ut var. 
flava “Rose/’ 

C. orientalis var. flava Roscoe, Monandr. pi. 
Scitam. t. 13 (1826). 

C. flavescence Link, Handb. 1: 226 (1829); 
Bouche in Linnaea 8: 149. (1833). 

C. indica L. var./Lmz Roxb. apud Nakai in J. 
Jpn. Bot. 17(4): 195 (1941), nom. illegit. 
Chromosome number: 2n=18 
Yaeyama Islands—Iriomote: Nobaru, N. Tanaka 
1150 (MAK); Shirahama, N. Tanaka 1151 (MAK); 


Komi, N. Tanaka 1141 (MAK); Funaura, N. Tanaka 
1147 (MAK)—Yonaguni: Kubura, N. Tanaka s.n. 
(MAK). 
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